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Boys Left Behind






How come most boys are all of a sudden left behind on morals and true godly behavior than girls? How did showing emotion become a weakness? Why is it ok to hold in someone’s feelings? Why do boys feel that having sex should be the goal in life, and that nothing else matters other than someone’s feelings related to that? Is this phenomenon naturally born instinct? Alternatively, is it something a boy learns through culture? How are the parents teaching boys wrong or just completely missing the true way of being a man? What does God have to say about this? What are boys supposed to be like in the eyes of God?
 A majority of Generation X parents have focused on protecting their teenage girls from negative social influences, and a majority of their teenage boys are not being trained properly. This, furthermore, creates long-term consequences in many areas of boy’s lives. Rosalind Wiseman of TIME Magazine writes in an article called “What Boys Want” that over the last 20 years many millennial generation children (people who have been born between 1980 and 2000) have been exposed and been a part of today’s pop/hookup culture and influence. The children’s parents (mostly Generation X parents, born between 1960 and 1980) have been focusing on making sure that their girls stay away and avoid boys until after a certain age (usually 18 years, and then they allow dating, and/or a relationship), and that “all” boys are “bad boys” until that age (Wiseman). At the same time, many Generation X parents tell their boys mostly to pursue the “women of your dreams” and to “make sure to bring her over for dinner” (Adams), and etc. At the same time, some parents do not allow their boys to embrace the feelings that the boys have at all because they think it will distract from their studies and that having a relationship is a bad waste of time, it can but those stories can be exaggerated and they need to be talked about on case to case basis. There have been qualities in the past (19th Century) where “patience and determination” were prized, and now life has speed up. “Boys wind up portrayed as either opportunistic perpetrators of the worst sexual behaviors or thoughtless beneficiaries of an era in which boys get sex and girls get hurt.” (Wiseman) There was a time that men were godlier towards women (in the eyes of the Lord) around and before the early 20th century, and now in this pop culture men are taught differently on how to view and act towards women, and all of a sudden they are now being portrayed very badly. Pop culture is defined as cultural activities or commercial products reflecting, suited to, or aimed at the tastes of the general masses of people (Dictionary.com LLC). In today’s society, teens live where boys and girls having sex young is normal, having a thin body image, and having short term relationships are expected. Boys learn to fuel that sexual experience and that seeing a thin body image and having sex is pleasure, and that it is ok to have short term relationships. 
This desire is mostly thought of being part of aggressive male instinct that boys are born with, but it is due to the exposure to culture, and the desires become habits, and a part of the male’s subconscious (Wiseman). It is only then, it seems to be a part of a male human instinct on the perspective of a parent or radical feminist. When this happens, it shows that the teenage boys leave a Christian worldview and use a secular worldview, and the “do what you feel like” culture combined with an untrained, undisciplined sexual mentality, will have men doing bad actions and dissensions. The point is that society tells teens to do all of these bad things previously mentioned, but the parents only mostly make sure that girls do not get influenced. (Adams) These points need to be clarified to prove that it is the culture that influences boys in these ways (mentioned above), not their born instinct.
It can be agreed that boys do think about sex, and they do have that urge to want to have sex, and that is ok because it a part of someone’s mentality (Livingston). That is part of reality (and girls do as well), but one of the problems is that boys fall in love too easily and get their hearts broken. They live in a culture that discourages their openness, and boys want to keep it that way. Tim Adams an editor of The Observer says that feminism today (the “moderate civil equality” feminism not “get rid of all men” feminism) dares to expect more from men. It expects a man to be “ethical, emotionally present, and accountable to his values, and in his actions with women” (Adams). Now to add on it is obviously a problem parenting boys to the extreme of either being completely feministic or conservative because it will usually create a rebel or letting boys run and operate how society wants them to operate, both will make things worse in the long run. (Adams) This can be compared to the cons of helicopter parenting and drill-sergeant parenting. Developmental psychologist Andrew Smiler who has spent decades studying masculinity and adolescents says, “We’ve been teaching girls for two generations to be in charge of their own sexuality, their desires, but we still teaching  boys the same thing 20 years ago that they are supposed to be the pursuers, but the world has changed around them” (Wiseman).
Boys learn today that they need to impress a girl to get her to be their girlfriend, and then at the same time they learn that they need to gain this “great accomplishment” to then get a reward, which is the woman of their dreams. (Blazina) The accomplishment varies among, doing a great deed, saving the girl from a disastrous event, breaking a world record, or changing the mindset on how they look at women. Even in many well-known songs, there are major points that are put into people’s heads, and they are not aware of it because it either has a good beat, made by a good artist, or other people like that song. An example of a widely liked song is I Want it That Way by the Backstreet Boys. This tells that the boy should have control of the relationship, and the girl’s opinion does not matter. This song was number 1 in 25 countries for many weeks in 1998 (Backstreet-Boys). With such events as these boys (not taught how to properly get a good self-esteem) get every bit as emotionally invested in a relationship as girls do, but the main difference is that boys feel that they are far less in control of how those relationships progress (Wiseman). It is shown that they have the same levels of emotional engagement as girls, yet the boys felt their romantic partners or their significant other (meaning their “girlfriend want to be”) have more power and influence in their relationship and especially if the relationship is going to start or not (Adams). This is mentioned in the book The Practical Handbook to the Boyfriend by Felicity Huffman and Patricia Wolff, in the sixth chapter called “How to become a boyfriend and who decides”. It is answered in the chapter with two simple words, “she does” (these are the only words in the chapter and clarifying that it is the women that has more power in the start of the relationship) (Felicity Huffman). 
In the world of boys, there is a boy code (also known as the bro code) just like that there is a girl code, and whatever are is more sophisticated and more complex is debatable; however it is more of a different sophistication than a comparison.  In the world of boys, there are different social levels that have a different amount of influence and power, but usually boys tend to stay in the social level that they are placed in, make powerful connections in that social group.  This can be compared to the girl code where girls try to raise their social status, to gain as much influence and power as possible.  Another interesting thing that influences boys with their social life with girls is that, in the boy code, a boy calls dibs on the girl he has feelings for and no other boy can get in the way.  So once it is obvious that the boy has feelings for a girl, no other boy can have feelings for this girl, or they will be breaking the boy code.  The bad thing about the boy code is that when it deals with emotions, it quickly turns into a code of silence, which overall can turn into many dangerous consequences (such as aggressive behavior or poor manners) especially when it comes to girls (Wiseman). The boy code is a general concept and varies differently based on location. 
In the TIME Magazine article “What Boys Want”, there is a story of a teenage boy named Sebastian. The article tells his experience in his life. He said in the article “I have a little sister who is 15, and they will pay a lot more attention to her feelings, because when a girl is sad she’s not afraid to show it. And boys, when the moment comes to say something, they don’t even know how” (Wiseman). He also says that when he had a breakup with a girl, he never wanted to go to his parents because he did not want to talk. He thought that his parents did not care unless he was depressed. His grades did drop very hard, and he simply did not care, not because he was purposely doing so, but because his ex-girlfriend was all that he was thinking about (Wiseman). 
So how are Generation X parents supposed to teach their millennial teens? So how are millennial teens and adults supposed to run their lives in the eyes of the Lord? How are millennial teens to open themselves emotionally to parents when they keep their emotions inside? By parenting in truth and judgment just like Abraham, Moses, and all of the male father characters in the Bible with their children the parent can grow and raise the child properly in the eyes of the Lord and become a proper adult. In Ephesians 6:4 it says, “Fathers, don’t make your children angry. Instead, train them and teach them the ways of the Lord as you raise them.” When a boy has feelings for a girl and vice versa, and it has become mutual, the teens should not keep it a secret from their parents. When the parents find out that their child wants to be in a relationship, they should not stop the process but make sure that the teen has enough merit and discipline (that the parent taught) and to make sure that the relationship is guided by God. Parents have to understand that boys do actually want intimacy, love and romance; they want trust and respect from their peers. Parents making this possible are not just important for them; it is part of helping them become better partners, fathers, and good community members. All of these points create a backbone on how to live properly when in society. In this culture, it is not that it has everything wrong with love, and how to live life properly, it is just that (with every other religion) it takes the truth and twists it. Fortunately in this culture, it has a Christian foundation that has “modernized”, and modernism has made some unnecessary changes. Today society says that there is only one way to be a man, no matter what the situation is or where he comes from. It should be that the man that starts where he is (as being himself) and with the Lord follows along a healthy way to be a man. In today’s society men learn to fear feminism (not talking about radical feminism), but realize that some parts of feminism are a part of all of the members of humanity (Adams). If a girl gets rejected from a boy for an opportunity to get in a relationship, it is ok; he should not be viewed as heartless people. Showing tender feelings is ok, and they are not always sexual feelings. Men can become competent and skilled in the use of all emotions. Men can discover their masculinity and develop all aspects of their personality. Boys need good male role models and realize that today’s sense of being a man is flawed. A man finding peace with his parents will allow more peace and more choice in his life as a man and allows someone to make better choices about their romantic partners. So finally the power of being a man is carving out an authentic sense of individualism amid the inevitable pressures to change someone’s personality to other societal falsehoods.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the majority of Generation X parents have focused on their teenage girls and have left boys to themselves to push all of the bad sexual desires that society uses and loves to see. Boys today are not being trained properly in the eyes of the Lord and run free to use society to get what they want.  This will create long term consequences for themselves and their female peers; this will also hurt their academic ability. The actions that parents are taking with their teenage girls are not bad, but that being the only action will cause major problems. If everyone (parents and teenagers) go down this path, girls will get more defensive, and boys will get more aggressive.


Bibliography
Adams, Tim. "The Trouble with boys." 14 August 2010. The guardian, The Observer. Web. December 2014.
Backstreet-Boys. "I Want it that way." Millennium. 1999. Compact Disc.
Blazina, Chris. The Secret lives of Men. Deerfield Beach: Health Communications, 2008. Print.
Dictionary.com LLC. http://dictionary.reference.com/. June 2014. Web. 10 June 2014.
Felicity Huffman, Patricia Wolff. A Practical Handbook for the Boyfriend. New York: Hyperion Books, 2007. print.
Kimmel, Michael S. Guyland. New York: Harper, 2008. Print.
Livingston, Jake. Interview 1 Dominic Natoli. 2 9 2014. audio.
Wikipedia. List of Generations. 2014. Web. 7 May 2014. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_generations#List_of_generations>.
—. Popular Culture. 2014. web. 7 May 2014. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_culture>.
Wiseman, Rosalind. "What Boys Want ." An entire generation has spent years panicking about the effects of hookup culture on girls-making it all too easy to ignore the emotional lives of boys. But it's boys who ofen lack the skills to adapt.And it's boys who are falling behind. 2 December 2013: 7. TIME, Print.



Thesis: A majority of Generation X parents have focused on protecting their teenage girls from negative social influences, a majority of their teenage boys are not being trained properly. This furthermore creates long-term consequences in many areas of their lives. 
I. Generation X parenting flaws
A. Parents focus on girl problems
1. Parents have been teaching girls to be in charge of their own sexuality, and their desires, and the world has changed around them
2. Negative social influence to girls
a. Sex is a normal part of life
b. Having good, thin, body image
c. Having a Short term relationship
3. Negative social influence to boys
a. Sex is pleasure, and chivalry is not.
b. That “good” “thin” body image is “sexy” or “hot”, and must be taken
c. Get as many women as you can
d. Short term relationships are expected
e. Always pursue them, no matter what the consequences   
f. Having an anti-social behavior based on showing feelings
B. Parents view on boys
1. Given warnings that their feelings for girls mean that they have an “overpowering sex drive” and that it needs to be cutoff until a certain age.  
2. They are viewed that they are hungry for sex and only sex, and that boys get what they want and girls get hurt
C. Teaching boys to be the pursuers
D. Treating boys as emotionally literate has costs, leaves them unprepared to process their feelings 
II. Boys are not being trained properly
A. It is easy for parents to write off the emotional lives of boys
B. Without an established set of rules, digital communication has opened up new ways for boys to express themselves to girls 
1. The very idea of hookup culture has altered how boys see their female peers
2. There communication with each other as boys and communication to girls has changed in the last 40 years
C. Despite our culture’s recent focus on girls and their self-esteem, its actually boys whose emotional and academic lives are suffering
1. Girls have a vocabulary to talk about their problems 
2. Boys don’t have that, and do badly at communication 
D. Boys no longer go to their parents for “girl” help
III. The bad influence and parenting has created long term consequences in many areas of their lives 
A. Boys will not put effort into a relationship if it doesn’t benefit them 
1. When boys get “sexy” images from a girl; solicited or not, raises their social status, for example Snapchat is known to be the “condom of sexting”
2. They don’t learn the importance of morality with themselves and the opposite sex.
IV. Proper sacred training to teenage boys
A. Sex is not pleasure, there are many things in the eyes of the Lord that can make a man’s life better
B. Use God as the guide, 
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