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Christianity: Donkey or Elephant?   

Dominic Natoli

Christianity has been a part of society for many generations and has always been interpreted, dissected, and taken apart and put back together again in many ways to understand the true meaning of Christianity, but in this era, the Bible has been misinterpreted, and abused by both sides to gain more favor and power for themselves. This trend had happened for hundreds of years, from the early church, the Catholic Church and the reformation to many empires and kingdoms, and some governments today. The question is can Christianity be defined as solely politically Liberal or Conservative? Christianity cannot be confined to such a narrow definition or perspective. True Christianity contains aspects of both.

Conservatism (by basic definition) is conserving in society of what is right. That idea if simply taken is biblical in nature (Alcorn). Christian conservatism today involves "the way things used to be" idea, and tends to keep the traditions of society and, in this case, the old ideas and interpretations of the Judeo-Christian heritage. Christian conservatism exaggerates on the notion that your beliefs need to be firm and to spread those beliefs to others in the hope to switch to Christian beliefs (Clark). Conservatism politically puts the notion to put emphasis on making and keeping everything someone worked. Conservative Christians are mainly clear about what they believe. They know what the Bible says; they know who they are; they know what they're doing in life. The whole Bible-Belt "backbone of America" thing is no joke; the strongest trees, after all, have the deepest roots. Plus, they are super dedicated. Conservative Christians don't wonder if they are in the mood; they go to church anyway. They go to Bible study. They show up for all the church functions that they can. They actually do stuff with Christianity. Conservative Christians also tend to be, in practice, extremely loving. 

Liberal Christians usually think conservative Christians are harshly judgmental and sort of fundamentally hardhearted. They think that if, in the middle of the night, a clearly gay guy or lesbian showed up at the home of a Christian conservative in need of help, the homosexual summarily get a door slammed in his face. But they wouldn't. Most conservative Christians should be known for putting God's love into practice. The fact that they're so sure of what they believe makes them more open to new thoughts, ideas, and experiences (Shore). 


Liberalism is (by basic definition) the liberating in society of what is wrong. Like conservatism, (if simply taken) that idea is biblical in nature (Alcorn). Christian liberalism today more involves with keeping religion and politics to the private sphere, not talking about it at the dinner table (Press). Also, Christian liberalism explores (generally more than conservative Christianity) the adventure for searching truth (Wallis). Christian liberalism exaggerates on the notion that to be empathic to others, even if that person does not agree with modern liberal ideals in the hope to switch to Christian beliefs. Liberalism politically puts the notion that to put emphasis on the "least of these" (Clark). Liberal Christians are known for their generosity with their love and respect. They seriously focus on God's love, and they're not afraid to insist that anything that hinders that love must not suspect. They love Jesus; Jesus preached love; they're all about loving as Jesus did, period. They listen. They reflect. They refine. They search. They question. They study. They understand that part of their job as Christians is to actively try to access the mind and heart of God, and they're disinclined to let anything interfere with that goal. They're not afraid to get inspired. They live with the confidence that God will never fault them for loving too much; this is the major difference between (Shore).

As it shows conservative and liberal Christians have the same goal (the great commission) but want to achieve the goal in a completely different way (Wallis). Historically both methods have worked (Wallis), but sometimes with a catch (Wallis). In this world with sin, people can abuse these methods and can hurt more people than help. 


Conservative Christianity is always put into Republican ideals today, and so generally Republicans rightfully claim that they have a strong Conservative Christian viewpoint (Press). But there are some problems with today’s Christian Conservatives. An example is that people want to go back to the public school system in the 60’s, when prayer was in public schools. Now to the common Christian that’s not a bad idea, but they don’t realize that segregation was also in those schools that had that, and especially today that it wouldn’t work because there are students that have different religions or no religion or no spiritual affiliation (Press), this was different from before when back then the Muslims, Buddhists, Atheists, or anyone from any other religion or non-religious affiliation was minor and usually went to home or private schooling that was suited for them (Press). Many conservatives today have a hard time being considerate for they believe that they need to somehow force (although that was not really the intention in the 60’s) anybody to need or want Christ in some aspect of their lives (Press). The refutation to this practice? People will not generally want to join Christianity. Another extreme example is that some conservative men (and ironically some women) do not think that women should vote (Backman). They say that most women vote democrat and because so they vote foolishly (Coulter), so to solve the problem they propose that the 19th amendment should be repealed, this is not the only reason why these people think this (Alcorn). Conservatives want to hold on to existing or past norms. Conservatives believe that they live in a liberal stricken society and they want to go back to the way things used to be. They want society to go back to the way it was, like when kids were not bringing guns to school and killing each other in gangs and dying of AIDS, and when TV was not filled with bad social influences (which they are also a victim of, despite their complaints). These are good, but they need to really know what to keep. Slavery? Jim Crow laws? Some conservatives (especially in the Deep South) want to go back to these sinful ways of life and will claim that it is the right thing to do. According to Randy Alcorn someone who is involved in conservative politics and studied politics and religion said:

I get the feeling from existing politically-oriented Christians that voting Republican is equivalent to falling on your knees at a revival meeting and getting your life right with God. It's like if America gets more conservative it's the same as drawing near to God.


If a conservative is willing to admit that is a problem (which he is a legitimate authority to make that claim because he is an active conservative), then that is a problem (Alcorn). Conservative Christians can be too sure they're right about everything. It's too easy, when someone is a conservative, to boil down what you believe in a really simple set of assertions, and then never again question or allow those assertions to evolve. Then it just becomes about rules; then it's too easy to make everything about who is and isn't on the right side of right. When it comes to something as complex as God and history, it's too easy for "keeping it simple" to become "keeping it stupid"---which too easily becomes "keeping it mean-spirited." Conservatives have a troubling propensity for closing their minds (Shore). 

Liberals today focus more on making changes, but sometimes they forget to draw a line (Clark). Many liberals today have a mindset that the status quo needs to be changed, and not doing so automatically makes him/her a conservative and that person is shunned from the ideas until his or her ideas change (Alcorn). An example is that many liberals and even professing Christians equate animals and tree with human beings and defend preborn eagles while advocating wholesale destruction of over one million preborn humans each year. Another example, feminism today has gone a far way since women could not be denied to vote. Feminists today want all of the benefits of being equal, but they still want and have all of the extra perks for being a woman, like being in line first, that they have a longer leash in certain situations, especially when it comes to who is at fault with debates, preferences, arguments, physical confrontations, and etc., even if it is the women’s fault. For example in mid 2014 in a subway in New York, three young female adults were maliciously harassing a mid-aged man because he was wearing a 90's style jacket, it was obvious that the man wanted to get out of the situation and walk away, and he didn't do anything physical, until one of the young women took a high heel and hit him with it on his head, then he snapped and fought with the 3 women and a guy that was with them. All four got arrested but fortunately because this event was caught on video and uploaded on YouTube the authorities let the man go because of self-defense (Cenk Uygur).
When Liberals today say that they need to change the status quo, they are not aware (like said before) they do not know when to draw the line (Coulter). Another example of this is “abortion on demand” and the value of life. According to dictionary.reference.com the word abortion is defined as “an abortion performed on a woman solely at her own request.” It is not talking about “abortion at the drive through at McDonalds” (Maher) metaphorically speaking literal on-demand, but just simply if the women want to have an abortion during the six months of pregnancy. In today’s society, abortion has gone far from “safe, legal, and rare” which was the original intent of the “Roe vs. Wade” court case (Coulter). Many liberals today would associate themselves with Atheism but what any liberal or anybody needs to realize is that religion in America’s political life is a reality (Press). Liberals need to read Ephesians 4:15 about speaking “The truth in love”. It can’t be choosing between truth or love, it has to be both (Alcorn), Jesus loved the women who committed adultery, he loved her the way she did but loved her too much to allow her to stay that way, that is why he said, "go and sin no more" (Alcorn).


On the other hand, liberals too often fall prey to thinking that the emotions of their loving feelings is really all they need to guide them, with the result that they never feel a need to be clear about what they actually believe at all. Maybe Jesus was mainly a social protester. Maybe the cross is a metaphor. Maybe Jesus walking on water was an optical illusion. And so on, until they may as well be astrologers. Yet for all their comfortable uncertainty, liberal Christians can also be altogether too arrogant, too sure, too condescending toward those who take the Gospel as gospel. They tend to think they are smarter than they are. In the main, the problem with liberal Christians is that they can stay so busy remaining lofty and above it all that their rubber never hits the road. Many of them are better with compassion as a theory than a practice (Shore).    

One of the biggest overall issues with Liberal or Conservative Christianity is that they are in declining numbers. An example is all of the blog posts that have materialized in the wake of the Episcopal Church USA General Convention, they mentioned many times that they are having declining numbers due to the direct result of their progressive policies.


 Instead of attracting a younger, more open-minded demographic with these changes, the Episcopal Church's dying has proceeded apace… Practically every denomination-Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian- That has tried to adapt itself to contemporary liberal values has seen an Episcopal-style plunge in Church attendance (Alcorn). 

Also in the same article it states that even “conservative Churches are in decline” (Alcorn). The real question is not “can liberal Christianity be saved?” but it is “can Christianity be saved?” (Alcorn) 

Another issue is how people fit into certain churches. It is known that there need to be certain qualifications to be a liberal Christian or a conservative Christian, like a person does not fit into a conservative evangelical church if the person: believes in evolution, votes for Democrats, doubts, passionate about gender equality in marriage and church leadership, tired of culture wars, wants to be better advocate for social justice, and wants their LGBT (lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender) friends to feel welcome in their church. Also a person would not fit into a progressive mainline church if they believe in: a good Bible study, doctrine, and theology are important to debate and teach, talk about and address sin and the physical resurrection of Jesus (Alcorn). The whole disappointment is that both sides are closed-minded. Even among the liberals who speak of open-mindedness. There is a disdain for the conservative and evangelical opinions. With the separation and disdain, it is almost impossible to have someone that has the combination of conservative and liberal beliefs to be fully part of a church.


A big problem with each side is that one side exaggerates (in a negative way) what the other side wants or secretly thinks. The problem is that if someone who is a liberal/Democrat then they cannot say what conservatives/Republicans want to really do for this nation or what they really think about and to make that claim fully legitimate. The same goes for vice-versa. It should be aware that liberal evangelicals who are as quick to disregard the right of the unborn are as many conservatives are as quick to disregard the rights of the mother (Backman). To liberals pro-life efforts are just another "white middle-class right wing agenda" and to conservatives’ pro-choice efforts are just another liberal “poor class left wing agenda” (Backman). Going back to both basic philosophies, they are in theory right and biblical. Unfortunately in their practice both are capable of being thoroughly unbiblical (Alcorn). Liberals want to change the status quo. That’s only good if the status quo is wrong. For example, liberals desired change from the status quo of racism in the 60’s and they were right, but like said again, liberals do not know where to draw the line, and they seem to want to change everything as if the concepts of society once held are limiting and harmful, demanding liberation. They (liberals) define compassion according to current political correctness (Alcorn).

One of the best responses to get rid of bad religion is a good religion, not secularism (Press). Christians today are known to be more lukewarm (especially more with left-wing Christians), and Christians today need to speak out their faith and make a stand and to show by their actions who they are in Christ (clear and simple) (Alcorn). Right now, confidence is at an all-time low (Alcorn). Religious faith should serve the common good, in that if people need welfare assistance, food, and other care needs, the church should cover that if they can, and whenever they can (Wallis). For if they do that the government will back out of government welfare assistance (even a liberal-controlled government) and focus the money on other things like deficit-reduction/debt removal, controlling global warming, highway and road repair, space exploration projects, and on other "toys" that the government has at its disposal (Democratic Party). Christianity should preach and practice peace, alleviate poverty, protect the environment and the people (Wallis). 


When it is said that Christianity has no place in politics, it means that Religion should not run politics and politics should not run religion, but that does not mean that a politician should not be influenced by his/her religious beliefs (Wallis). To elaborate here are three main points on how someone should apply Christianity and politics. Let’s one faith inspire political decisions, religion and politics must still remain two separate realms, and especially politics can't be used to force religion on anybody else (Press). Having religion and politics put into the same realm can create what we see today (for example) from the middle–east, where it can be seen where if you are not a Muslim and you lived there (and not a tourist) then you can be killed for your faith. Christian governments that had the same “religion and politics in the same realm” philosophy were no different (Press), it even got down to really specific to what denomination a person was a part of, if you were not part of the denomination and/or religion then you were killed or if the person was lucky, he/she were to be exiled or shunned (Wallis).
One of the main problems today with Christianity is the claim that conservatives have to be Christians and liberals do not (Press). It has created a sub-culture where conservatives have made it were “if you are a Christian then you are a conservative” or “if you are a liberal, then you are not a Christian” (Coulter). The other half of the problem is that Christian liberals have let conservatives take Christianity with them and don’t really care or be lukewarm with Christianity. The main solution to this problem is for Christian liberals make a stand for their beliefs, but also the other “smaller” solution is for conservatives are careful with Christianity and not to use it in the way the Pharisees used it in Jesus’s time (Wallis). The point is that the deep Christians out there are not all conservative (Alcorn). Also to add on, each side has nothing to apologize, meaning that there is nothing wrong with trying to find the answers to God and missing the target, people are flawed (results may vary) and God doesn’t expect people to get everything right as long as they try (Press).


In today’s society and complex world, Christians feel like they need to be complex or to create complex “religion” to fit in this complex world. When that complexity is the overlying problem. Meaning that Christians should bring it back to the basics to “Love one another as you love yourself” (Wallis). It is not hard (compared to all of the other problems in this world); making life complex doesn’t help solve any problems. Linking back to Liberal/Conservative Christianity there is no need to create a complex religion where there is a focus on rules and if someone is left or right, or anything like that. For when this is done, the purpose of Christianity goes away. Anyone can be a liberal or conservative Christian and go to heaven, but going back to the basics, knowing Christianity and keeping it simple is the best way to be a Christian. Instead of being sought by a political party it should be looked to be used by Jesus alone. No one should choose between conservatism’s emphasis on truth and liberalism’s emphasis on compassion. 


Another problem is the stereotypes that were created by society and both sides of the political line. These stereotypes need to be removed by shedding light that not all religious conservatives take the scriptures literally, many conservatives are good, gentle people, many moderates are passionate about God, many Christian liberals take the Bible seriously, and not everyone in a given category believes in the same thing (Backman).


Why cannot be opposed to injustice to minorities and protect the unborn? Why cannot embrace biblical stewardship of creation and the primacy of human beings over the rest of creation? Why cannot be opposed to the greedy destruction of the environment by some businesses and the anti-industry excesses of new age environmentalism? Why cannot affirm the biblical right to the ownership of property and emphasize God’s call to his people to voluntarily sacrificially share their wealth with the truly needy? Why cannot uphold the truth of God’s condemnation of sexual immorality and reach out in love and compassion to those imprisoned in that degrading lifestyle? Why not? Why not do the right thing? Even if it against political lines? If someone is a follower of Christ, then they have little excuse to discriminate a side of a political line! The answer is someone cannot do all these things if he/she is first and foremost either really liberal or really conservative. They can do all of these things only if they are first and foremost followers of Christ. The judicial, legislative or executive branch of what makes up the US government is not the ultimate solution to America’s problems. There is an enormous spiritual hunger in America and the Lord is the answer (Lerner).


When it comes down to the “nitty and gritty” May God preserve from a liberalism that is hell-bent on liberating from what is good, and may he preserve from a conservatism that is hell-bent on conserving on what is bad (Alcorn). When the status quo is right, may it be conserved. When the status quo is wrong, may it be liberated.
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Thesis: Christianity cannot be confined to such a narrow definition or perspective. True Christianity contains aspects of both.
I. Christianity defined liberally 
A. Liberals want to liberate society from what is wrong

B. Liberal Christian families do not talk about politics at the dinner table

C. Keep religion in the private sphere

D. Some liberals will acknowledge that abortion is a “sad, even tragic choice”
II. Christianity defined conservatively
A. Conservatives want to conserve for society what is right

B. We are apart from other species 

C. Death penalty 

D. Have religion in the public sphere/talk about it in public
III. True Christianity is…
A. Best response to bad religion is better religion, not secularism 

B. Take faith more seriously, and talk about it more publicly

C. Religious faith should serve the common good

D. Preach and practice peace, alleviate poverty, protect the environment, and etc.

E. Religion has a place in politics 

1. Lets one faith and inspire political decisions

2. Religion and politics must still remain two separate realms

3. Politics can't be used to force religion on anybody else

F. People with deep religious beliefs are not all conservative 

G. Bring it back to the basics, “love one another as you love yourself”

H. No side has nothing to apologize about Christianity, if they are Christian 
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